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Bertolt Brecht’s methods of collective
experimentation, and his unique framing of the
theatrical event as a forum for change, placed him
among the most important contributors to the theory
and practice of theatre. His work continues to have a
significant impact on performance practitioners,
critics and teachers alike. Now revised and reissued,
this book combines: an overview of the key periods in
Brecht’s life and work a clear explanation of his key
theories, including the renowned ideas of Gestus and
Verfremdung an account of his groundbreaking 1954
production of The Caucasian Chalk Circle an in-depth
analysis of his practical exercises and rehearsal
methods. As a first step towards critical
understanding, and as an initial exploration before
going on to further, primary research, Routledge
Performance Practitioners are an invaluable resource
for students and scholars. Here are 42 poems by
Bertolt Brecht, including several from various plays,
with musical settings by Hanns Eisler. Eric Bentley



has compiled the collection, created singable English
translations (which appear along with the German),
and supplied historical notes on the songs. Earl
Robinson has supervised the editing of the music,
supplied piano arrangements where necessary, and
added guitar accompaniments for all songs. Long in
preparation and in considerable demand, here are the
essential poems and prose of one of the giants of 20th
century world literature. Following an authoritative
introduction by Reinhold Grimm, the volume includes
German and English poems on facing pages. This first
English language biography of Bertolt Brecht
(1898–1956) in two decades paints a strikingly new
picture of one of the twentieth century's most
controversial cultural icons. Drawing on letters,
diaries and unpublished material, including Brecht's
medical records, Parker offers a rich and enthralling
account of Brecht's life and work, viewed through the
prism of the artist. Tracing his extraordinary life, from
his formative years in Augsburg, through the First
World War, his politicisation during the Weimar
Republic and his years of exile, up to the Berliner
Ensemble's dazzling productions in Paris and London,
Parker shows how Brecht achieved his transformative
effect upon world theatre and poetry. Bertolt Brecht: A
Literary Life is a powerful portrait of a great,
compulsively contradictory personality, whose artistry



left its lasting imprint on modern culture. A landmark
literary event, The Collected Poems of Bertolt Brecht
is the most extensive English translation of Brecht’s
poetry to date. Widely celebrated as the greatest
German playwright of the twentieth century, Bertolt
Brecht was also, as George Steiner observed, “that
very rare phenomenon, a great poet, for whom poetry
is an almost everyday visitation and drawing of
breath.” Hugely prolific, Brecht also wrote more than
two thousand poems—though fewer than half were
published in his lifetime, and early translations were
heavily censored. Now, award-winning translators
David Constantine and Tom Kuhn have heroically
translated more than 1,200 poems in the most
comprehensive English collection of Brecht’s poetry to
date. Written between 1913 and 1956, these poems
celebrate Brecht’s unquenchable “love of life, the
desire for better and more of it,” and reflect the
technical virtuosity of an artist driven by bitter and
violent politics, as well as by the untrammeled forces
of love and erotic desire. A monumental achievement
and a reclamation, The Collected Poems of Bertolt
Brecht is a must-have for any lover of twentieth-
century poetry. An historic publication in which the
legendary German poet and dramatist emerges, quite
like Goethe, as a poet driven by Eros. Bertolt Brecht is
widely considered the greatest German playwright of



the twentieth century, and to this day remains best
known as a dramatist, the author of Mother Courage,
The Threepenny Opera, and The Caucasian Chalk
Circle, among so many other works. However, Brecht
was also a hugely prolific and eclectic poet, producing
more than 2,000 poems during his lifetime—indeed, so
many that even his own wife, Helene Weigel, had no
idea just how many he had written. "A thieving magpie
of much of world literature," the full scope and variety
of his poetic output did not become apparent until
after his death. Now, the English-speaking world can
access part of his stunning body of work in Love
Poems, the first volume in a monumental undertaking
by award-winning translators David Constantine and
Tom Kuhn to translate Brecht's poetic legacy into
English. Love Poems collects his most intimate and
romantic poems, many of which were banned in
German in the 1950s for their explicit eroticism.
Written between 1918 and 1955, these poems reflect
an artist driven not only by the bitter and violent
politics of his age but, like Goethe, by the
untrammeled forces of love, romance, and erotic
desire. In a 1966 New Yorker article, Hannah Arendt
wrote of Brecht that he had "staked his life and his art
as few poets have ever done." In these 78 poems, we
see Brecht's astonishing and deeply personal love
poems—including 22 never before published in



English—many addressed to particular women, which
show Brecht as lover and love poet, engaged in a
bitter struggle to keep faith, hope, and love alive
during desperate times. Featuring a personal foreword
by Barbara Brecht-Schall, his last surviving child, Love
Poems reveals Brecht as not merely one of the most
famous playwrights of the twentieth century but also
one of its most fiercely creative poets. First published
in 1980, this collection of fifteen original essays
touches on a variety of topics related to the genesis of
Brecht's works and their impact on contemporary
literature, theater, and film. Discussed are Brecht's
confrontation with Marxism and its political
manifestations, the influence of his work on film and
theater practitioners, the uses his literary descendants
have made of his political commitment, and much
more. Everyone knows that Bertolt Brecht was one of
the great 20th-century innovators in theatre - the
literary-theatrical equivalent of a Picasso or Stravinsky
- and Germany's greatest poet of the last century, but
the playwright was also a dazzling writer of stories.
Storytelling permeated his art as a dramatist;
fundamentally in his plays he was a storyteller. This
volume collects the complete short stories written by
Brecht, including the prize-winning 'The Monster', and
the fragmentary memoir ghost-written by Brecht, 'Life
Story of the boxer Samson-Körner'. Brecht scholar



Marc Silberman provides an introduction and editorial
notes. Fans of Brecht will find in the 37 stories
assembled here the same directness, lack of
affectation, and wry humour that characterise his
plays. Every lover of short stories will discover an
unexpected trove of pleasure in this "mine for short-
story addicts" (Observer). This volume offers an
examination of Brecht's largely forgotten theatrical
fragments of a life of David, written just after the
Great War but prior to Brecht winning the Kleist Prize
in 1922 and the acclaim that would launch his
extraordinary career. David J. Shepherd and Nicholas
E. Johnson take as their starting point Brecht's own
diaries from the time, which offer a vivid picture of the
young Brecht shuttling between Munich and the
family home in Augsburg, surrounded by friends, torn
between women, desperate for success, and all the
while with 'David on the brain'. The analysis of
Brecht's David, along with his notebooks and diaries,
reveals significant connections between the reception
of the Biblical David and one of Germany's most
tumultuous cultural periods. Drawing on theatrical
experiments conducted with an ensemble from Trinity
College Dublin, this volume includes the first ever
translation of the David fragments in English, an
extensive discussion of the theatrical afterlife of David
in the early twentieth century as well as new



interdisciplinary insights into the early Brecht: a
writer entranced by the biblical David and utterly
committed to translating the biblical tradition into his
own evolving theatrical idiom. From Weimar Germany
to Hollywood to East Berlin, Brecht on Film and Radio
gathers together a selection of Bertolt Brecht's own
writings on the new film and broadcast media that
revolutionised arts and communication in the
twentieth century. Bertolt Brecht's hugely influential
views on drama, acting and stage production have
long been widely recognised. Less familiar, but of
profound importance, are his writings on film and
radio. From Weimar Germany to Hollywood to East
Berlin, Brecht on Film and Radio gathers together for
the first time a selection of Brecht's own writings on
the new film and broadcast media that fascinated him
throughout his life and revolutionised arts and
communication in the twentieth century. Marc
Silberman's full editorial commentary sets Brecht's
ideas in the context of his other work. "I strongly wish
that after their invention of the radio the bourgeoisie
would make a further invention that enables us to fix
for all time what the radio communicates. Later
generations would then have the opportunity to
marvel how a caste was able to tell the whole planet
what it had to say and at the same time how it enabled
the planet to see that it had nothing to say." (Bertolt



Brecht) Fictionalized reflections on life and politics by
Bertolt Brecht, the author of The Threepenny Opera. A
Book Sense 76 recommendation. Brecht on Theatre is
a seminal work that has remained the classic text for
readers and students wanting a rich appreciation of
the development of Brecht's thinking on theatre and
aesthetics. First published in 1964 and on reading lists
ever since, it has now been wholly revised, re-edited
and expanded with additional texts, illustrations and
editorial material, and new translations. The resulting
work is a far fuller and more accurate volume that will
provide readers with a clearer and more rewarding
understanding of Brecht's work and writings. This
updated third edition features: * Clearer layout and
organisation of the text to facilitate study * New
translations of many of the Brechtian texts featured *
Over 40 new, previously untranslated essays * Essay
titles now correspond to the German originals * A
revised selection of illustrations This selection of
Bertolt Brecht's critical writing charts the
development of his thinking on theatre and aesthetics
over four decades. The volume demonstrates how the
theories of Epic Theatre and Verfremdung evolved,
and contains notes and essays on the staging of The
Threepenny Opera, Mahagonny, Mother Courage,
Puntila, Galileo and many others of his plays. Also
included is 'Short Organon for the Theatre', Brecht's



most complete statement of his revolutionary
philosophy of the theatre. This version of Brecht's
great anti-war play by playwright David Hare was
premiered by the National Theatre, London, in
November 1995. It adopts a freer approach to the text
than many editions, adapting the original rather than
offering a close translation. In this chronicle of the
Thirty Years War, Mother Courage follows the armies
back and forth across Europe, selling provisions and
liquor from her canteen wagon. One by one she loses
her children to the war but will not part with her
livelihood - the wagon. The Berlin production of 1949,
with Helene Weigel as Mother Courage, marked the
foundation of the Berliner Ensemble. Considered by
many to be one of the greatest anti-war plays ever
written and Brecht's masterpiece, it remains a
powerful example of Brecht's Epic Theatre and
pioneering theatrical style. Bertolt Brecht's Me-ti,
which remained unpublished in his own lifetime, now
appears for the first time in English. Me-ti counselled
against 'constructing too complete images of the
world'. For this work of fragments and episodes,
Brecht accumulated anecdotes, poems, personal
stories and assessments of contemporary politics.
Given its controversial nature, he sought a disguise,
using the name of a Chinese contemporary of
Socrates, known today as Mozi. Stimulated by his



humorous aphoristic style and social focus, as well as
an engrained Chinese awareness of the flow of things,
Brecht developed a practical, philosophical, anti-
systematic ethics, discussing Marxist dialectics, Lenin,
Hitler, Stalin, the Moscow trials, and the theories
behind current events, while warning how ideology
makes people the 'servants of priests'. Me-ti is central
to an understanding of Brecht's critical reflections on
Marxist dialectics and his commitment to change and
the non-eternal, the philosophy which informs much of
his writing and his most famous plays, such as The
Good Person of Szechwan. Readers will find
themselves both fascinated and beguiled by the
reflections and wisdom it offers. First published in
German in 1965 and now translated and edited by
Antony Tatlow, Brecht's Me-ti: Book of Interventions
in the Flow of Things provides readers with a much-
anticipated accessible edition of this important work.
It features a substantial introduction to the concerns
of the work, its genesis and context - both within
Brecht's own writing and within the wider social and
political history, and provides an original selection and
organisation of texts. Extensive notes illuminate the
work and provide commentary on related works from
Brecht's oeuvre. Bertolt Brecht's Me-ti, which
remained unpublished in his own lifetime, now
appears for the first time in English. Me-ti counselled



against 'constructing too complete images of the
world'. For this work of fragments and episodes,
Brecht accumulated anecdotes, poems, personal
stories and assessments of contemporary politics.
Given its controversial nature, he sought a disguise,
using the name of a Chinese contemporary of
Socrates, known today as Mozi. Stimulated by his
humorous aphoristic style and social focus, as well as
an engrained Chinese awareness of the flow of things,
Brecht developed a practical, philosophical, anti-
systematic ethics, discussing Marxist dialectics, Lenin,
Hitler, Stalin, the Moscow trials, and the theories
behind current events, while warning how ideology
makes people the 'servants of priests'. Me-ti is central
to an understanding of Brecht's critical reflections on
Marxist dialectics and his commitment to change and
the non-eternal, the philosophy which informs much of
his writing and his most famous plays, such as The
Good Person of Szechwan. Readers will find
themselves both fascinated and beguiled by the
reflections and wisdom it offers. First published in
German in 1965 and now translated and edited by
Antony Tatlow, Brecht's Me-ti: Book of Interventions
in the Flow of Things provides readers with a much-
anticipated accessible edition of this important work.
It features a substantial introduction to the concerns
of the work, its genesis and context - both within



Brecht's own writing and within the wider social and
political history, and provides an original selection and
organisation of texts. Extensive notes illuminate the
work and provide commentary on related works from
Brecht's oeuvre. A comprehensive study guide offering
in-depth explanation, essay, and test prep for selected
works by Bertolt Bretcht, the creator of epic theatre.
Titles in this study guide include The Caucasian Chalk
Circle, The Good Woman Of Setzuan, Galileo, Mother
Courage, The Measures Taken, St. Joan Of The
Stockyards, The Threepenny Opera, A Man's A Man, In
The Swamp, and Baal. As a playwright, theatre
director, and poet of the nineteenth and twentieth-
centuries, Brecht forever changed dramas by creating
epic theatre, a theatrical movement that interrupted
the storyline in order to allow the audience to
critically engage with the performance.Moreover, his
modernist approach to theatre pushed drama as a
medium of art. This Bright Notes Study Guide explores
the context and history of Bertolt Brecht’s classic
work, helping students to thoroughly explore the
reasons they have stood the literary test of time. Each
Bright Notes Study Guide contains: - Introductions to
the Author and the Work - Character Summaries - Plot
Guides - Section and Chapter Overviews - Test Essay
and Study Q&As The Bright Notes Study Guide series
offers an in-depth tour of more than 275 classic works



of literature, exploring characters, critical
commentary, historical background, plots, and
themes. This set of study guides encourages readers to
dig deeper in their understanding by including essay
questions and answers as well as topics for further
research. An intense and lively debate on literature
and art between thinkers who became some of the
great figures of twentieth-century philosophy and
literature. With an afterword by Fredric Jameson No
other country and no other period has produced a
tradition of major aesthetic debate to compare with
that which unfolded in German culture from the 1930s
to the 1950s. In Aesthetics and Politics the key texts of
the great Marxist controversies over literature and art
during these years are assembled in a single volume.
They do not form a disparate collection but a
continuous, interlinked debate between thinkers who
have become giants of twentieth-century intellectual
history. Bertolt Brecht in Context examines Brecht's
significance and contributions as a writer and the
most influential playwright of the twentieth century. It
explores the specific context from which he emerged
in imperial Germany during the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries, as well as Brecht's response
to the turbulent German history of the twentieth
century: World Wars One and Two, the Weimar
Republic, the Nazi dictatorship, the experience of



exile, and ultimately the division of Germany into two
competing political blocs divided by the postwar Iron
Curtain. Throughout this turbulence, and in spite of it,
Brecht managed to remain extraordinarily productive,
revolutionizing the theater of the twentieth century
and developing a new approach to language and
performance. Because of his unparalleled radicalism
and influence, Brecht remains controversial to this
day. This book - with a Foreword by Mark Ravenhill -
lays out in clear and accessible language the shape of
Brecht's contribution and the reasons for his ongoing
influence. Covers Brecht's day-to-day work as a
theatre director telling how he worked with actors and
how his productions were actually put together in
rehearsal. This study of Brecht's theatre from eight
different aspects was first published in 1959. The book
aims to explain the difficult aspects of his ideology and
political leanings in a straightforward manner. It
traces his stylistic development as a playwright and
stage director through each of his major plays and
explains his evolving notion of epic theatre within the
political and social climate of the 1920s, Marxism,
Nazism and post-war Communism. This colorful
account of Bertolt Brecht's move from Germany to
America during the Hitler era explores his activities as
a Hollywood writer, a playwright determined to
conquer Broadway, a political commentator and



activist, a social observer, and an exile in an alien
land. Originally published in 1980. The Princeton
Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand
technology to again make available previously out-of-
print books from the distinguished backlist of
Princeton University Press. These editions preserve
the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to
vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by
Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
This book contains selected poems, plays, and prose
by Bertolt Brecht taken from various points
throughout his career. It includes translations of two
prose works and provides some background
information on Brecht's life and career. From
Scandinavia across Russia to Hollywood, then on, via
Switzerland and a flirtation with Salzburg, back to his
own disappointing country, Brecht makes shrewd if
sometimes harsh judgements on the people he meets.
Some people included are: Thomas Mann, the
Frankfurt philosophers, Schonberg, Isherwood,
D'Annunzio, Ezra Pound, Wordsworth, Margaret
Steffin, and more. Dramatizes Galileo's conflict with
the church over his assertion that the Earth revolves
around the sun. Brecht's famous adaptation to the



modern era of John Gay's The beggar's opera,
satirizing social and political beliefs through its
portrayal of a world of thieves and prostitutes. Now
available in Bloomsbury Revelations series, Brecht on
Performance: Messingkauf and Modelbooks presents a
selection of Brecht's principal writings about the craft
of acting and realising texts for the stage. It
crystallises and makes concrete many of the more
theoretical aspects of his other writing and illuminates
the practice of this hugely influential director and
dramatist. The volume is in two parts. The first
features an entirely new commentated edition of
Brecht's dialogues and essays about the practice of
theatre, known as the Messingkauf, or Buying Brass,
including the 'Practice Pieces' for actors (rehearsal
scenes for classics by Shakespeare and Schiller). The
second contains rehearsal and production records
from Brecht's work on productions of Life of Galileo,
Antigone, Mother Courage and others. Edited by an
international team of Brecht scholars and including an
essay by director and teacher Di Trevis examining the
practical application of these texts for theatres and
actors today, Brecht on Performance is a wonderfully
rich resource. The text is illustrated with over 30
photographs from the Modelbooks. Published by
Methuen Drama, the collected dramatic works of
Bertolt Brecht are presented in the most



comprehensive and authoritative editions of Brecht's
plays in the English language. Volume One of Brecht's
Collected Plays contains Brecht's first performed stage
works. Baal is inspired by Brecht's student life in
Augsburg and follows the life of a young poet on the
rocky road to inspiration; Drums in the Night was
written in response to Brecht's experience as a
medical orderly in the aftermath of the First World
War; and In the Jungle of Cities, set in Chicago, covers
the downfall of a family that has moved from the
prairies to the jungle of the big city - award-winning in
its day, it was described by a leading German daily as
the play that 'has given our time a new tone, a new
melody, a new vision'. This volume also includes The
Life of Edward II of England, a ballad-like adaptation
of Marlowe's original, and five one-act plays The
Beggar or the Dead Dog, Driving Out The Devil, Lux in
Tenebris, The Catch and A Respectable Wedding in
which the bourgeois proceedings take a hilarious turn
for the unseemly. The translators are Jean Benedetti,
Eva Geiser and Ernest Borneman, Richard
Grünberger, Michael Hamburger, Gerhard Nellhaus,
Peter Tegel and John Willett. The translations are ideal
for both study and performance. The volume is
accompanied by a full introduction and notes by the
series editor John Willett and includes Brecht's own
notes and relevant texts as well as all the important



textual variants. Bertolt Brecht in Context examines
Brecht's significance and contributions as a writer and
the most influential playwright of the twentieth
century. It explores the specific context from which he
emerged in imperial Germany during the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, as well as
Brecht's response to the turbulent German history of
the twentieth century: World Wars One and Two, the
Weimar Republic, the Nazi dictatorship, the
experience of exile, and ultimately the division of
Germany into two competing political blocs divided by
the postwar Iron Curtain. Throughout this turbulence,
and in spite of it, Brecht managed to remain
extraordinarily productive, revolutionizing the theater
of the twentieth century and developing a new
approach to language and performance. Because of his
unparalleled radicalism and influence, Brecht remains
controversial to this day. This book - with a Foreword
by Mark Ravenhill - lays out in clear and accessible
language the shape of Brecht's contribution and the
reasons for his ongoing influence. Published in English
for the first time, Refugee Conversations is a delightful
work that reveals Brecht as a master of comic satire.
Written swiftly in the opening years of the Second
World War, the dialogues have an urgent
contemporary relevance to a Europe once again
witnessing populations on the move. The premise is



simple: two refugees from Nazi Germany meet in a
railway cafe and discuss the current state of the
world. They are a bourgeois Jewish physicist and a left-
leaning worker. Their world views, their voices and
their social experience clash horribly, but they find
they have unexpected common ground – especially in
their more recent experience of the surreal twists and
turns of life in exile, the bureaucracy, and the pathetic
failings of the societies that are their unwilling hosts.
Their conversations are light and swift moving, the
subjects under discussion extremely various: beer,
cigars, the Germans' love of order, their education and
experience of life, art, pornography, politics, 'great
men', morality, seriousness, Switzerland, America ...
despite the circumstances of both characters there is a
wonderfully whimsical serendipity about their
dialogue, the logic and the connections often
delightfully absurd. This edition features a full
introduction and notes by Professor Tom Kuhn (St
Hugh's College, University of Oxford, UK). "Those who
dismiss Brecht as a yea-sayer to Stalinism are advised
to read these journals and moderate their opinion."
(Paul Bailey, Weekend Telegraph) Brecht's "Work
Journals" cover the period from 1938 to 1955, the
years of exile in Denmark, Sweden, Finland and
America, and his return via Switzerland to East Berlin.
His criticisms of the work of other writers and



intellectuals are perceptive and polemic, and the
accounts of his own writing practice provide insight
into the creation of his dramatic works of the period,
the development of his political thinking and his
theories about epic theatre. Also integrated into the
journals are Brecht's immediate reactions to and
commentary upon the events of the period: his
political exile's view of the course of World War II and
his account of the House Un-American Activities
committee."A marvellous, motley collage of political
ideas, domestic detail, artistic debate, poems,
photographs and cuttings from newspapers and
magazines, assembled, undoubtedly for posterity by
one of the great writers of the century" (New
Statesman and Society) A play that "charts the
seventeenth century scientist's extraordinary fight
with the church over his assertion that the earth orbits
the sun"--Amazon.com. "A man with one theory is lost.
He must have several, four, many! He must stuff them
in his pockets like newspapers, always the most
recent, you can live well between them, you can dwell
easily between the theories."-Bertolt Brecht, 1920
"Brecht manages as a Marxist comedian to combine an
extraordinarily sensitive nose for the imperfect,
unfinished state of human affairs with the most
resolute revolutionary commitment. In an epoch like
our own, when these two options have become



increasingly polarized and exclusive, Brecht offers a
not inconsiderable lesson."-Terry Eagleton "Brecht's
thought is present everywhere today without bearing
his name and without our being aware of it."-Fredric
Jameson Bertolt Brecht's play The Mother is freely
adapted from Gorky's world-famous novel of the same
name. Brecht tells the story of a working-class mother
who is drawn into the struggle for a Bolshevik
revolution; in the character of Pelagea Vlassova, the
mother of the title, Brecht draws a richly human figure
who emerges as the single entirely positive major hero
in all of Brecht's dramatic works. This edition has an
extensive introduction by the translator, Lee
Baxandall, which gives a detailed history of the play
and its first production. In addition, there are twenty-
five pages of notes by Brecht himself. Routledge
Performance Practitioners is a series of introductory
guides to the key theatre-makers of the last century.
Each volume explains the background to and the work
of one of the major influences on twentieth- and
twenty-first-century performance. Bertolt Brecht is
amongst the world’s most profound contributors to the
theory and practice of theatre. His methods of
collective experimentation and his unique framing of
the theatrical event as a forum for aesthetic and
political change continue to have a significant impact
on the work of performance practitioners, critics and



teachers alike. This is the first book to combine: an
overview of the key periods in Brecht's life and work a
clear explanation of his key theories, including the
renowned ideas of Gestus and Verfremdung an
account of his groundbreaking 1954 production of The
Caucasian Chalk Circle an in-depth analysis of
Brecht's practical exercises and rehearsal methods As
a first step towards critical understanding, and as an
initial exploration before going on to further, primary
research, Routledge Performance Practitioners are
unbeatable value for today’s student. Meg Mumford is
a lecturer in Theatre and Performance Studies at The
University of New South Wales, Australia. She has
published widely on the subject of Brecht’s theatre
and contemporary appropriations of his theory and
practice.
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