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A catch phrase is a well-known, frequently-used phrase or saying
that has “caught on' or become popular over along period of time.
It is often witty or philosophical and this Dictionary gathers
together over 7,000 such phrases. With its unparalleled coverage
of English slang of all types (from 18th-century cant to
contemporary gay slang), and its uncluttered editorial apparatus,
Cassell's Dictionary of Slang was warmly received when its first
edition appeared in 1998. 'Brilliant.' said Mark Lawson on BBC2's
The Late Review; 'This is a terrific piece of work - learned,
entertaining, funny, stimulating' said Jonathan Meades in The
Evening Standard.But now the world's best single-volume
dictionary of English slang is about to get even better. Jonathon
Green has spent the last seven years on a vast project: to
research in depth the English slang vocabulary and to hunt down
and record written instances of the use of as many slang words as
possible. This has entailed trawling through more than 4000
books - plus song lyrics, TV and movie scripts, and many
newspapers and magazines - for relevant material. The research
has thrown up some fascinating results The perfect stocking filler
for anyone who imagines themselves flying a spitfire . . . Drop
your visiting cards, put aside your beer-lever, stop being a half-
pint hero and discover the gloriously funny slang which was part



of everyday life in two world wars. Passion-killers: Airwomen's
service knickers, whether twilights (the lighter, summer-weight
variety) or black-outs (the navy-blue winter-weights). A wise
directive has purposely made them as unromantic in colour and in
design as a wise directive could imagine. Thanks to the work of
Eric Partridge in 1945, the hilarious slang of the Royal Air Force
during the first two World Wars has been preserved for
generations to come. While some phrases like 'chocks away!"' have
lasted to this day, others deserve to be rediscovered . . . Beer-
lever: From pub-bars, meaning the 'Joystick' of an aircraft.
Canteen cowboy: A ladies' man. Half-pint hero: A boaster. One
who exemplifies the virtue of Dutch courage without having the
trouble of going into action. Tin fish: A torpedo. Umbrella man: A
parachutist. Visiting-card: A bomb. Wheels down: Get ready -
especially to leave a bus, tram, train. From lowering the wheels,
preparatory to landing. Whistled: In a state of intoxication
wherein one tends to whistle cheerfully and perhaps discordantly.
The Dictionary of RAF Slang is a funny and fascinating insight
into the lives of our RAF heroes, in a time gone by. Now for the
first time, this important reference is available in paperback.
Originally published in 1984, this dictionary was published
posthumously but had been worked upon by Partridge until six
weeks before his death. As the last edition to feature original
work by Partridge himself, its place in the history of the
lexicography of slang is assured. First published in 1949 (this
edition in 1968), this book is a dictionary of the past, exploring
the language of the criminal and near-criminal worlds. It includes
entries from Australia, New Zealand, Canada and South Africa, as
well as from Britain and America and offers a fascinating and
unique study of language. The book provides an invaluable insight
into social history, with the British vocabulary dating back to the
16th century and the American to the late 18th century. Each
entry comes complete with the approximate date of origin, the
etymology for each word, and a note of the milieu in which the



expression arose. More bling for the buck! The #1 guide to
American slang is now bigger, more up-to-date, and easier to use
This new edition of McGraw-Hill’s Dictionary of American Slang
and Colloquial Expressions offers complete definitions of more
than 12,000 slang and informal expressions from various sources,
ranging from golden oldies such as . . . golden oldie, to recent
coinages like shizzle (gangsta), jonx (Wall Street), and ping (the
Internet). Each entry is followed by examples illustrating how an
expression is used in everyday conversation and, where
necessary, International Phonetic Alphabet pronunciations are
given, as well as cautionary notes for crude, inflammatory, or
taboo expressions. This edition also features a fascinating
introduction on “What is Slang?,” a Thematic Index that cross-
references expressions by standard terms--such as Angry, Drunk,
Food, Good-bye, Mess-up, Money, and Stupidity--and a Hidden
Word Index that lets you identify and locate even partially
remembered expressions and phrases. Many of the earliest books,
particularly those dating back to the 1900s and before, are now
extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. We are republishing
these classic works in affordable, high quality, modern editions,
using the original text and artwork. First published in 1942, this
dictionary was designed to help civilians and members of H.M.
forces to make their way amid the jungle of wartime
abbreviations. The preface notes that newspaper readers, sailors,
soldiers and airmen had to thrust themselves, like explorers, into
these abbreviations in search of truth, or the execution of their
martial duty and hence, a dictionary was necessary. This book will
be of interest to scholars of history and language, as well as the
more general, interested reader. The definitive work on the
subject, this Dictionary - available again in its eighth edition -
gives a full account of slang and unconventional English over four
centuries and will entertain and inform all language-lovers. This
collection will appeal to everyone who has ever wondered about
the origin of phrases like "all part of life's rich pattern" and "long



time no see". It covers a wide range of catch phrases in current
use in all parts of the English-speaking world. Most entries are
drawn from the second edition of Eric Partridge's Dictionary of
Catch Phrases (second edition, edited by Paul Beale), but have
been completely rewritten in the light of recent research, and
there are many additions. Catch Phrases include: close your eyes
and think of England! have I got news for you! ... refreshes the
parts that other ... cannot reach some mothers do'ave'em! you are
awful, but I like you. In 2014, the US marks the 50th anniversary
of the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, the basis for the Johnson
administration’s escalation of American military involvement in
Southeast Asia and war against North Vietnam. Vietnam War
Slang outlines the context behind the slang used by members of
the United States Armed Forces during the Vietnam War. Troops
facing and inflicting death display a high degree of linguistic
creativity. Vietnam was the last American war fought by an army
with conscripts, and their involuntary participation in the war
added a dimension to the language. War has always been an
incubator for slang; it is brutal, and brutality demands a
vocabulary to describe what we don’t encounter in peacetime
civilian life. Furthermore, such language serves to create an
intense bond between comrades in the armed forces, helping
them to support the heavy burdens of war. The troops in Vietnam
faced the usual demands of war, as well as several that were
unique to Vietnam - a murky political basis for the war,
widespread corruption in the ruling government, untraditional
guerilla warfare, an unpredictable civilian population in Vietnam,
and a growing lack of popular support for the war back in the US.
For all these reasons, the language of those who fought in
Vietnam was a vivid reflection of life in wartime. Vietnam War
Slang lays out the definitive record of the lexicon of Americans
who fought in the Vietnam War. Assuming no prior knowledge, it
presents around 2000 headwords, with each entry divided into
sections giving parts of speech, definitions, glosses, the countries



of origin, dates of earliest known citations, and citations. It will be
an essential resource for Vietnam veterans and their families,
students and readers of history, and anyone interested in the
principles underpinning the development of slang. Entry includes
attestations of the head word's or phrase's usage, usually in the
form of a quotation. Annotation ©2006 Book News, Inc., Portland,
OR (booknews.com). This etymological dictionary gives the
origins of some 20,000 items from the modern English
vocabulary, discussing them in groups that make clear the
connections between words derived by a variety of routes from
originally common stock. As well as giving the answers to
questions about the derivation of individual words, it is a
fascinating book to browse through, and includes extensive lists
of prefixes, suffixes, and elements used in the creation of new
vocabulary. This classic of Shakespeare scholarship begins with a
masterly introductory essay analysing and exemplifying the
various categories of sexual and non-sexual bawdy expressions
and allusions in Shakespeare's plays and sonnets. The main body
of the work consists of an alphabetical glossary of all words and
phrases used in a sexual or scatological sense, with full
explanations and cross-references. Booklist Top of the List
Reference Source The heir and successor to Eric Partridge's
brilliant magnum opus, The Dictionary of Slang and
Unconventional English, this two-volume New Partridge
Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English is the definitive
record of post WWII slang. Containing over 60,000 entries, this
new edition of the authoritative work on slang details the slang
and unconventional English of the English-speaking world since
1945, and through the first decade of the new millennium, with
the same thorough, intense, and lively scholarship that
characterized Partridge's own work. Unique, exciting and, at
times, hilariously shocking, key features include: unprecedented
coverage of World English, with equal prominence given to
American and British English slang, and entries included from



Australia, New Zealand, Canada, India, South Africa, Ireland, and
the Caribbean emphasis on post-World War II slang and
unconventional English published sources given for each entry,
often including an early or significant example of the term’s use
in print. hundreds of thousands of citations from popular
literature, newspapers, magazines, movies, and songs illustrating
usage of the headwords dating information for each headword in
the tradition of Partridge, commentary on the term’s origins and
meaning New to this edition: A new preface noting slang trends of
the last five years Over 1,000 new entries from the US, UK and
Australia New terms from the language of social networking
Many entries now revised to include new dating, new citations
from written sources and new glosses The New Partridge
Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English is a spectacular
resource infused with humour and learning - it’s rude, it’s
delightful, and it’s a prize for anyone with a love of language.
Reviews of the two-volume New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and
Unconventional English, 2005: The king is dead. Long live the
king! The old Partridge is not really dead; it remains the best
record of British slang antedating 1945 Now, however, the
preferred source for information about English slang of the past
60 years is the New Partridge. James Rettig, Booklist, American
Library Association Most slang dictionaries are no better than
momgrams or a rub of the brush, put together by shmegegges
looking to make some moola. The New Partridge Dictionary of
Slang and Unconventional English, on the other hand, is the wee
babes. Ian Sansom, The Guardian The Concise New Partridge
presents, for the first time, all the slang terms from the New
Partridge Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English in a
single volume. With over 60,000 entries from around the English-
speaking world, the Concise gives you the language of beats,
hipsters, Teddy Boys, mods and rockers, hippies, pimps, druggies,
whores, punks, skinheads, ravers, surfers, Valley girls, dudes, pill-
popping truck drivers, hackers, rappers and more. The Concise



New Partridge is a spectacular resource infused with humour and
learning its rude, its delightful, and its a prize for anyone with a
love of language. Usage and Abusage is Penguin's classic
linguistic reference book that not only tells you how to use
English correctly, but is also a declaration of war on its misuse.
Covering grammatical problems, words that are commonly
abused and confused, matters of style, as well as providing advice
on how to communicate clearly and elegantly, it is the perfect
reader for every writer. The Concise New Partridge Dictionary of
Slang and Unconventional English presents all the slang terms
from The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional
English in a single volume. Containing over 60,000 entries, this
concise new edition of the authoritative work details the slang
and unconventional English of from around the English-speaking
world since 1945, and through the first decade of the new
millennium, with the same thorough, intense, and lively
scholarship that characterized Partridge’s own work. Unique,
exciting and, at times, hilariously shocking, key features include:
unprecedented coverage of World English, with equal prominence
given to American and British English slang, and entries included
from Australia, New Zealand, Canada, India, South Africa,
Ireland, and the Caribbean emphasis on post-World War II slang
and unconventional English dating information for each headword
in the tradition of Partridge, commentary on the term’s origins
and meaning. New to this second edition: a new preface noting
slang trends of the last eight years over 1,000 new entries from
the US, UK and Australia, reflecting important developments in
language and culture new terms from the language of social
networking from a range of digital communities including texting,
blogs, Facebook, Twitter and online forums many entries now
revised to include new dating and new glosses, ensuring
maximum accuracy of content. The Concise New Partridge
Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English is a spectacular
resource infused with humour and learning - it’s rude, it’s



delightful, and it’s a prize for anyone with a love of language. This
etymological dictionary gives the origins of some 20,000 items
from the modern English vocabulary, discussing them in groups
that make clear the connections between words derived by a
variety of routes from originally common stock. As well as giving
the answers to questions about the derivation of individual words,
it is a fascinating book to browse through, and includes extensive
lists of prefixes, suffixes, and elements used in the creation of
new vocabulary. Entry includes attestations of the head word's or
phrase's usage, usually in the form of a quotation. Annotation
©2006 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com). "2006
new editorial matter and selection, Tom Dalzell and Terry Victor;
material taken from The Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional
English, 8th edition (first published 1984), E. Partridge and P.
Beale estates"--T.p. verso Rev. ed of: Dictionary of slang and
unconventional English / by E. Partridge. 8th ed.1984. This new
collection brings together some 5,000 contemporary slang
expressions originating in all parts of the English-speaking world.
It gives clear, concise definitions of each word, with examples of
their use and additional information. Booklist Top of the List
Reference Source The heir and successor to Eric Partridge's
brilliant magnum opus, The Dictionary of Slang and
Unconventional English, this two-volume New Partridge
Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English is the definitive
record of post WWII slang. Containing over 60,000 entries, this
new edition of the authoritative work on slang details the slang
and unconventional English of the English-speaking world since
1945, and through the first decade of the new millennium, with
the same thorough, intense, and lively scholarship that
characterized Partridge's own work. Unique, exciting and, at
times, hilariously shocking, key features include: unprecedented
coverage of World English, with equal prominence given to
American and British English slang, and entries included from
Australia, New Zealand, Canada, India, South Africa, Ireland, and



the Caribbean emphasis on post-World War II slang and
unconventional English published sources given for each entry,
often including an early or significant example of the term's use
in print. hundreds of thousands of citations from popular
literature, newspapers, magazines, movies, and songs illustrating
usage of the headwords dating information for each headword in
the tradition of Partridge, commentary on the term's origins and
meaning New to this edition: A new preface noting slang trends of
the last five years Over 1,000 new entries from the US, UK and
Australia New terms from the language of social networking
Many entries now revised to include new dating, new citations
from written sources and new glosses The New Partridge
Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English is a spectacular
resource infused with humour and learning - it's rude, it's
delightful, and it's a prize for anyone with a love of language. In
addition to this hard back two volume set, The New Partridge
Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English will also be the
first slang dictionary available on-line, giving readers
unprecedented access to the rich world of slang. For details,
including hardback plus on-line bundle offers, please visit
www.partridgeslangonline.com A handbook of advice on the
proper use of the English language. Includes a section on vogue
words that have acquired a power and influence beyond what
they originally possessed. Based upon Partridge's famous volume,
but makes it fully relevant to the language of today. Drawn from
the Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English, with the
emphasis on the expressions used or coined before 1914. First
published in 1949 (this edition in 1968), this book is a dictionary
of the past, exploring the language of the criminal and near-
criminal worlds. It includes entries from Australia, New Zealand,
Canada and South Africa, as well as from Britain and America and
offers a fascinating and unique study of language. The book
provides an invaluable insight into social history, with the British
vocabulary dating back to the 16th century and the American to



the late 18th century. Each entry comes complete with the
approximate date of origin, the etymology for each word, and a
note of the milieu in which the expression arose.
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