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In the time of the great Anglo-Saxon kings like
Alfred and Athelstan, thelred and Edmund
Ironside, what was warfare really like how were
the armies organized, how and why did they
fight, how were the warriors armed and trained,
and what was the Anglo-Saxon experience of
war? As Paul Hill demonstrates in this
compelling new study, documentary records and
the growing body of archaeological evidence
allows these questions to be answered with more
authority than ever before. His broad, detailed
and graphic account of the conduct of war in the
Anglo-Saxon world in the unstable, violent
centuries before the Norman Conquest will be
illuminating reading for anyone who wants to
learn about this key stage of medieval
history.The role of violence and war in Anglo-
Saxon society is explored, in particular the parts

played by the king and the noblemen, and the
means by which, in times of danger, the men of
the fyrd were summoned to fight. The
controversial subject of the Anglo-Saxon use of
cavalry is also explored. Land and naval warfare
are central sections of Paul Hills book, but he
also covers the politics and diplomacy of warfare
the conduct of negotiations, the taking of
hostages and the use of treachery.The weapons
and armor of the Anglo-Saxons are described the
spears, the scramsaxes, axes, bows, swords,
helmets, shields and mail that were employed in
the close-quarter fighting of the day. Among the
most valuable sections of the study are those
dealing, in vivid detail, with actual experience of
battle and siege with the brutal reality of combat
as it is revealed by campaigns against the Danes,
in the battles of Ashdown, Maldon and Stamford
Bridge, and sieges at Reading and Rochester.
Thirteen essays on the practice of war in Anglo-
Saxon times, from weapon types to social
effects. The story of an era shrouded in mystery,
and the gradual changing of a nation’s cultural
identity. We speak English today, because the
Anglo-Saxons took over most of post-Roman
Britain. How did that happen? There is little
evidence: not much archaeology, and even less
written history. There is, however, a huge
amount of speculation. King Arthur’s Wars
brings an entirely new approach to the
subject—the answers are out there, in the
British countryside, waiting to be found. Months
of field work and map study allow us to
understand, for the first time, how the Anglo-
Saxons conquered England, county by county
and decade by decade. King Arthur’s Wars
exposes what the landscape and the place names
tell us. As a result, we can now know far more
about this “Dark Age.” What is so special about
Essex? Why is Buckinghamshire an odd shape?
Why is the legend of King Arthur so special to
us? Why don’t Cumbrian farmers use English
numbers when they count sheep? Why don’t we
know where Camelot was? Why did the Romano-
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British stop eating oysters? This book provides a
new level of understanding of the centuries
preceding the Norman Conquest. When
Representative Preston Brooks of South Carolina
savagely caned Senator Charles Sumner
Massachusetts on the floor of the U.S. Senate on
May 21, 1856, southerners viewed the attack as
a triumphant affirmation of southern chivalry,
northerners as a confirmation of southern
barbarity. Public opinion was similarly divided
nearly three-and-a-half years later after
abolitionist John Brown's raid on the Federal
arsenal at Harper's Ferry, Virginia, with
northerners crowning John Brown as a martyr to
the cause of freedom as southerners excoriated
him as a consciousness fanatic. These events
opened American minds to the possibility that
North and South might be incompatible
societies, but some of Dixie's defenders were
willing to go one step further -- to propose that
northerners and southerners represented not
just a "divided people" but two scientifically
distinct races. In Normans and Saxons, Ritchie
Watson, Jr., explores the complex racial
mythology created by the upper classes of the
antebellum South in the wake of these divisive
events to justify secession and, eventually, the
Civil War. This mythology cast southerners as
descendants of the Normans of eleventh-century
England and thus also of the Cavaliers of the
seventeenth century, some of whom had come to
the New World and populated the southern
colonies. These Normans were opposed, in
mythic terms, by Saxons -- Englishmen of
German descent -- some of whose descendants
made up the Puritans who settled New England
and later fanned out to populate the rest of the
North. The myth drew on nineteenth-century
science and other sources to portray these as
two separate, warring "races," the aristocratic
and dashing Normans versus the common and
venal Saxons. According to Watson, southern
polemical writers employed this racial mythology
as a justification of slavery, countering the
northern argument that the South's peculiar
institution had combined with its Norman racial
composition to produce an arrogant and brutal
land of oligarchs with a second-rate culture.
Watson finds evidence for this argument in both
prose and poetry, from the literary influence of
Sir Walter Scott, De Bow's Review, and other

antebellum southern magazines, to fiction by
George Tucker, John Pendleton Kennedy, and
William Alexander Caruthers and northern and
southern poetry during the Civil War, especially
in the works of Walt Whitman. Watson also
traces the continuing impact of the Norman
versus Saxon myth in "Lost Cause" thought and
how the myth has affected ideas about southern
sectionalism of today. Normans and Saxons
provides a thorough analysis of the ways in
which myth ultimately helped to convince
Americans that regional differences over the
issue of slavery were manifestations of deeper
and more profound differences in racial
temperament -- differences that made civil war
inevitable. Depicting one of the defining conflicts
of tenth-century England, The Battle of Maldon
immortalises the bloody fight that took place
along the banks of the tidal river Blackwater in
991, poignantly expressing the lore and
language of a determined nation faced with the
advance of a ruthless and relentless enemy. But,
as Mark Atherton reveals, The Battle of Maldon
is more than a heroic tale designed to inspire
courage and unity in a time of crisis: rather, it
celebrates ideals of loyalty and friendship and
commemorates an event which changed the face
of English culture. Using Atherton's own vivid
and illuminating translations from Old English,
The Battle of Maldon: War and Peace in Tenth-
Century England evokes the chaotic ebb and
flow of the battle while also placing 'Maldon' in
the context of its age. Seeking to reconstruct the
way of life, the spirituality and the worldview of
the original audience, Atherton examines how
and why the poem encouraged its readers to
relive the visceral experience of battle for
themselves. With this exciting study, Atherton
provides an authoritative treatment of this iconic
text, its history and its legacy. As such, this
important book will be a vital resource for all
readers of Old English literature and early
medieval history. Re-evaluates the political
integration and Christianization of Saxony
following its violent conquest (772-804) by
Charlemagne. Their every encounter gives off
sparks of contempt and misunderstanding.
Bedivere is one of King Arthur’s companions, his
marshall and war duke of his army. Handsome,
remote, traditional and honor-bound, all he
wants is to be a perfect warrior and serve
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Arthur. Only, Arthur’s people face another dark
winter of deprivation and defeat at the hands of
the ruthless Saxons. How can Bedivere find
victory for Arthur when there is no hope? Cara
of Brynaich is half-Saxon, the younger daughter
of a reviled family. Her facial scars keep her
apart from everyone. Her heart holds only
hatred for the Saxons who betrayed her mother,
murdered her father and brought her and her
kin to such misery. She has no time for honor
and tradition. Hope is for blind fools. She brings
chaos into Bedivere’s life, while his cool
indifference provokes her to ever greater
excesses. When the Saxons scent the weakness
of Arthur’s defenses and descend upon Mount
Badon, Bedivere and Cara must find a way to
fight them and not each other… This novel is
part of the historical fantasy romance series,
Once and Future Hearts, set in Britain during
the time of King Arthur. 1.0 Born of No Man 2.0
Dragon Kin 3.0 Pendragon Rises 4.0 War Duke
of Britain 5.0 High King of Britain 6.0 Battle of
Mount Badon 7.0 Abduction of Guenivere 8.0
Downfall of Cornwall 9.0 Vengeance of Arthur
10.0 Grace of Lancelot 11.0 The Grail and Glory
12.0 Camlann Readers have described Tracy
Cooper-Posey as “a superb story teller” and her
historical fantasy romances as “written art”. Get
your copy of Battle of Mount Badon today! __
Praise for Battle of Mount Badon: Cara and
Bedivere are my favorite characters in this
series, and their relationship is cast in
monochrome, with stark pragmatism. I never
had to suspend my belief to relate to these
characters, which is the highest praise I can give
an author. Fantastic story!! This one kept my
heart rate up! Every time I thought I could relax,
there was another fast paced plot twist I
absolutely adore the magnificently happy
ending!! I'm not sure how she does it, but Tracy
continues to make each story more exciting than
the last! I can't stop reading these, even when I
should be sleeping! I was fascinated by the way
the author wove in so many names and places
and events from both the legends and historians’
best speculations on actual happenings. Yet the
story also flows along with great characters and
a compelling plot. It’s one of those wonderful
novels that make you feel you are really there in
a foreign time and place, and you feel a little
smarter when you finish. Detailed, stunning, and

completing engrossing. A telling of this tale that
puts you directly in the action and engaged in
the struggle yourself. Absolutely brilliant!! I
have loved this series from the beginning and
don't understand how she keeps topping the one
before. But, she did it again. Tracy writes in
such a way as to make you feel like YOU are
living in this time In history. This story left me
breathless and speechless. It is so much more
than the book blurb promises! I feel like I have
actually met the characters and the scenes are
set so completely that I feel that I am actually
present during the action. Very few authors can
write so you get completely caught up in the
story but Tracy Cooper-Posey is definitely at the
top of that list. Incredibly engaging story that
will leave you on the edge of your seat, and
flipping the pages. This is well developed and
beautifully written. This Book Rocks! It is
difficult to find the words that will do justice to
this novel. Absolutely brilliant! Tracy Cooper
Posey is a totally engaging storyteller who grabs
hold of you and delivers you into the story from
the first word. I feel like I have actually met the
characters and the scenes are set so completely
that I feel that I am actually present during the
action. A riveting and authoritative history of the
single most important event in English history:
The Norman Conquest. An upstart French duke
who sets out to conquer the most powerful and
unified kingdom in Christendom. An invasion
force on a scale not seen since the days of the
Romans. One of the bloodiest and most decisive
battles ever fought. This new history explains
why the Norman Conquest was the most
significant cultural and military episode in
English history. Assessing the original evidence
at every turn, Marc Morris goes beyond the
familiar outline to explain why England was at
once so powerful and yet so vulnerable to
William the Conqueror’s attack. Morris writes
with passion, verve, and scrupulous concern for
historical accuracy. This is the definitive account
for our times of an extraordinary story, indeed
the pivotal moment in the shaping of the English
nation. Anglo-Celtic warfare, AD 410-1066. He's
not a time traveler, but a dimensional traveler.
One person takes his chances on a vacation to
Britannia...at the fall of Rome. Can he employ
enough modern knowledge to save his life and
the lives of his friends? Will he make an indelible
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mark on the history of this world? Or, will his
enemies and his own hubris see him erased and
lost to time? Join the Apprentice and his
companions on a dark-age adventure across
Northern Europe, the North Sea, and up and
down the island of Great Britain. A sweeping and
original history of the Anglo-Saxons by national
bestselling author Marc Morris. Sixteen hundred
years ago Britain left the Roman Empire and
swiftly fell into ruin. Grand cities and luxurious
villas were deserted and left to crumble, and
civil society collapsed into chaos. Into this
violent and unstable world came foreign
invaders from across the sea, and established
themselves as its new masters. The Anglo-
Saxons traces the turbulent history of these
people across the next six centuries. It explains
how their earliest rulers fought relentlessly
against each other for glory and supremacy, and
then were almost destroyed by the onslaught of
the vikings. It explores how they abandoned
their old gods for Christianity, established
hundreds of churches and created dazzlingly
intricate works of art. It charts the revival of
towns and trade, and the origins of a familiar
landscape of shires, boroughs and bishoprics. It
is a tale of famous figures like King Offa, Alfred
the Great and Edward the Confessor, but also
features a host of lesser known characters -
ambitious queens, revolutionary saints,
intolerant monks and grasping nobles. Through
their remarkable careers we see how a new
society, a new culture and a single unified nation
came into being. Drawing on a vast range of
original evidence - chronicles, letters,
archaeology and artefacts - renowned historian
Marc Morris illuminates a period of history that
is only dimly understood, separates the truth
from the legend, and tells the extraordinary
story of how the foundations of England were
laid. “Skeie’s account of ruthless conflict,
political intrigue, and diplomatic machinations
reads like a real-life Game of Thrones—without
the dragons. Medieval history buffs will be
riveted.” --Publishers Weekly Thrilling history
provides a new perspective on the Viking-Anglo
Saxon conflicts and brings the bloody period
vividly to life, perfect for fans of Dan Jones The
first major book on Vikings by a Scandinavian
author to be published in English, The Wolf Age
reframes the struggle for a North Sea empire

and puts readers in the mindset of Vikings,
providing new insight into their goals, values,
and what they chose to live and die for. Tore
Skeie ("Norway's Most Important Young
Historian") takes readers on a thrilling journey
through the bloody shared history of England
and Scandinavia, and on across early medieval
Europe, from the wild Norwegian fjords to the
wealthy cities of Muslim Andalusia. Warfare,
plotting, backstabbing and bribery abound as
Skeie skillfully weaves sagas and skaldic poetry
with breathless dramatization as he
entertainingly brings the world of the Vikings
and Anglo-Saxons to vivid life. In the eleventh
century, the rulers of the lands surrounding the
North Sea are all hungry for power. To get
power they need soldiers, to get soldiers they
need silver, and to get silver there is no better
way than war and plunder. This vicious cycle
draws all the lands of the north into a brutal
struggle for supremacy and survival that will
shatter kingdoms and forge an empire… Harriet
Harvey Wood's original and fascinating book
shows that, rather than bringing culture and
enlightenment to England, the Normans'
aggressive and illegal invasion destroyed a long-
established and highly-developed civilization
which was far ahead of other European peoples
in its political institutions, art and literature. It
explores the background and lead-up to the
invasion and the motives of the leading players,
the state of warfare in England and Normandy in
1066, and the battle itself. By all the laws of
probability, King Harold ought to have won the
battle of Hastings without difficulty and to have
enjoyed a peaceful and enlightened reign. That
he did not was largely a matter of sheer bad
luck. The result could just as easily have gone
the other way. This gripping and highly-readable
book shows how he came to be defeated, and
what England lost as a result of his defeat and
death. 1400 years, 206 bones, 1 extraordinary
story... A fighter with no name, painstakingly
brought back to life by the archaeologist who
found his remains, and the historian who can tell
the extraordinary stories those bones reveal. The
Arthurian Age; the Celtic Twilight; the Dark
Ages; the Birth of England; these are the
powerfully romantic names often given to one of
the most confused yet vital periods in British
history. It is an era upon which rival Celtic and
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English nationalisms frequently fought. It was
also a period of settlement, and of the sword.
This absorbing volume by David Nicolle
transports us to an England shrouded in mystery
and beset by savage conflict, a land which
played host to one of the most enduring figures
of our history – Arthur. What happened to the
reputation of the Anglo-Saxons after the famous
Battle of Hastings in 1066? How were they
portrayed by historians, politicians and artists
over the centuries? Not long after the Norman
invasion Williams of Malmesbury viewed it as an
unmitigated disaster, while Geoffrey of
Monmouth cast the Anglo-Saxons as cruel
invaders and resurrected the old Arthurian
myths. Later, Elizabethan historians saved
Anglo-Saxon manuscripts for posterity and the
English Civil War saw the overtly political use of
a sense of Anglo-Saxonism. This was followed by
an earnest attempt by scholars to understand
the Old English language. It was an era which
saw the rise of the first real histories of England,
with mixed results for the Anglo-Saxons. The
notions of Germanism and an Anglo-Saxon 'race'
in both England and America preceded the
Victorian age where politics, art and culture
began to reflect gratitude towards the Anglo-
Saxons. In conclusion the author asks how the
Anglo-Saxons are viewed by the modern English
people. Book jacket. Personal accounts of the
Great War experiences of British soldiers are
well known and plentiful, but similar accounts
from the German side of no man's land are rare.
This highly original book vividly describes the
wartime lives and ultimate fates of ten Saxon
soldiers facing the British in Flanders, revealed
through their intimate diaries and
correspondence. The stories of these men, from
front-line trench fighters to a brigade
commander, are in turn used to illustrate the
wider story of thousands more who fought and
died in Flanders 'for King and Country, Kaiser
and Reich' with the Royal Saxon Army. This
ground-breaking work is illustrated with over
300 mostly unseen wartime photographs and
other images, recording the German experience
of the war in human detail and giving a rounded
picture of how the Saxons lived and died in
Flanders. The Anglo-Saxon period stretches from
the arrival of Germanic groups on British shores
in the early 5th century to the Norman Conquest

of 1066. During these centuries, the English
language was used and written down for the first
time, pagan populations were converted to
Christianity, and the foundations of the kingdom
of England were laid. This richly illustrated new
book - which accompanies a landmark British
Library exhibition - presents Anglo-Saxon
England as the home of a highly sophisticated
artistic and political culture, deeply connected
with its continental neighbours. Leading
specialists in early medieval history, literature
and culture engage with the unique, original
evidence from which we can piece together the
story of the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, examining
outstanding and beautiful objects such as
highlights from the Staffordshire hoard and the
Sutton Hoo burial. At the heart of the book is the
British Library's outstanding collection of Anglo-
Saxon manuscripts, the richest source of
evidence about Old English language and
literature, including Beowulf and other poetry;
the Lindisfarne Gospels, one of Britain's greatest
artistic and religious treasures; the St Cuthbert
Gospel, the earliest intact European book; and
historical manuscripts such as Bede's
Ecclesiastical History and the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle. These national treasures are
discussed alongside other, internationally
important literary and historical manuscripts
held in major collections in Britain and Europe.
This book, and the exhibition it accompanies,
chart a fascinating and dynamic period in early
medieval history, and will bring to life our
understanding of these formative centuries.
Collection of source material and crucial
interpretations, offering a comprehensive guide
to Anglo-Saxon warfare. Covers all aspects of
battlecraft for the period. 'Compelling,
disturbing, entertaining, this is a bloody riot
from start to finish. In every good sense'
Theodore Brun, author of A Burning Sea Conflict
flares once more in Saxony... March, AD 773.
Bjarki Bloodhand is now Fire Born – a legendary
berserker inhabited by the ferocious spirit of a
bear in battle. Yet he has sworn never again to
allow that sacred rage to possess him, lest he for
ever lose himself in the madness like his father.
Tor Hildarsdottir yearns to save pagan Saxony
from the grip of the Christian Franks, who now
occupy half the region. But she also has serious
problems closer to home with her fast-growing
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pet bear cub, Garm, and, worse, she seems to be
falling in love. Widukind, new lord of the Saxons,
is on a mission to reconquer the lands of his
fathers from the Franks. He will stop at nothing
to win the hearts of the men and women of the
North, and bind them to his cause. But will they
follow the Saxon Wolf in an unwinnable war?
And will Bjarki join them? The epic second novel
in the Fire Born saga, perfect for fans of Bernard
Cornwell, Giles Kristian, and Matthew Harffy.
Praise for The Saxon Wolf 'Donald has spun
another terrific yarn, skilfully interweaving
heart-thumping action sequences with a
compelling plot... his writing is original and
completely convincing. The Saxon Wolf is
another step forward and a step up in the Fire
Born series. Compelling, disturbing,
entertaining, this is a bloody riot from start to
finish. In every good sense' Theodore Brun,
author of A Burning Sea Praise for The Last
Berserker, Volume One in the Fire Born series
‘Donald has taken the legendary berserkers,
those frothing-at-the-mouth shield-biters, and
made them human, which once again proves that
Donald is a writer not only at the top of his
game, but of the game ... It is a wonderful, rich
and violent brew. I welcome Angus Donald to the
shield wall of Viking fiction like a thirsty man
welcomes a mead-brother to the feast ... A tale
worthy of the skalds’ Giles Kristian, author of the
Raven series ‘With The Last Berserker, Donald
has given us the first cut of some serious Dark
Age beef. By turns heart-racing, intriguing, and
touching, this is not a book for the faint-hearted
– I can’t wait for more’ Theodore Brun, author of
A Burning Sea ‘The Last Berserker strikes with
the thundering power of Thor's hammer... rich
with the earthy depth, historical detail, intrigue,
violence and adventure that we expect from
Donald. But it is Bjarki and Tor that make The
Last Berserker stand out... Donald's masterful
creations will live on in the imagination long
after the final page’ Matthew Harffy, author of
the Bernicia Chronicles 'A wonderful, blood-
soaked tale of redemption and revenge, set
amidst the eighth century clash of civilisations
between Pagan Vikings and Christian Franks, by
a master of the genre’ Saul David, author of Zulu
Hart 'Loved this tale of a berserker facing up
against the tidal wave of Charlemagne’s
expansion. Great characters, brilliantly paced

and explosive, gritty battle-scenes. Highly
recommended' John Gwynne, author of Malice
‘Well researched detail and stunning battle
scenes make The Last Berserker a white knuckle
ride. A thrilling, up-all-night read’ C. R. May,
author of The Day of the Wolf 'I loved it. Bjarki
and Tor are great characters, instantly relatable.
The depth of the immersion in their world and
their values gives the book authenticity and
weight' Cecelia Holland, author of The Soul
Thief Studies of warfare, armies, logistics and
weapons throughout the Norman realms. The
studies in this book examine and illuminate the
Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-Norman military
institutions that supported and shaped the
conduct of war in northwestern Europe in the
central middle ages. Taken together they
challenge received opinion on a number of
issues and force a profound reconsideration of
the manner in which the Normans and their
adversaries, Anglo-Saxons, Danes, Angevins and
the Welsh, prepared for and waged war.
Contributors: RICHARD ABELS, BERNARD
BACHRACH, KELLY DEVRIES, JOHN FRANCE,
C.M. GILLMOR, ROBERT HELMERICHS, NIELS
LUND, STEPHEN MORILLO, MICHAEL
PRESTWICH, FREDERICK SUPPE. Warrior tells
the story of forgotten man, a man whose bones
were found in an Anglo-Saxon graveyard at
Bamburgh castle in Northumberland. It is the
story of a violent time when Britain was defining
itself in waves of religious fervour, scattered
tribal expansion and terrible bloodshed; it is the
story of the fighting class, men apart, defined in
life and death by their experiences on the killing
field; it is an intricate and riveting narrative of
survival and adaptation set in the stunning
political and physical landscapes of medieval
England. Warrior is a classic of British history, a
landmark of popular archaeology, and a must-
read for anyone interested in the story of where
we've come from. Presents a history of England
from the departure of Roman forces in 450 A.D.
to the Norman invasion of 1066, focusing on the
gold and silver artifacts of the Staffordshire
Hoard found in 2009 to highlight the events and
art of the period. This biography of Alfred the
Great, king of the West Saxons (871-899),
combines a sensitive reading of the primary
sources with a careful evaluation of the most
recent scholarly research on the history and
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archaeology of ninth-century England. Alfred
emerges from the pages of this biography as a
great warlord, an effective and inventive ruler,
and a passionate scholar whose piety and
intellectual curiosity led him to sponsor a
cultural and spiritual renaissance. Alfred's
victories on the battlefield and his sweeping
administrative innovations not only preserved
his native Wessex from viking conquest, but
began the process of political consolidation that
would culminate in the creation of the kingdom
of England. Alfred the Great: War, Kingship and
Culture in Anglo-Saxon England strips away the
varnish of later interpretations to recover the
historical Alfredpragmatic, generous, brutal,
pious, scholarly within the context of his own
age. There are few places that entice the
imagination quite like England. Just a little
island off the western coast of continental
Europe, it boasts a rich history that stretches all
the way back to the first modern humans.
Following on from their pioneering account of
the Saxon army in the First World War -Fighting
the Kaiser's War - Andrew Lucas and Jürgen
Schmieschek have compiled this remarkable
sequel which covers Saxony's war in Flanders in
much greater detail. Once again they draw on
vivid extracts from personal accounts and letters
as well as regimental and documents from the
Saxon archives, and they illustrate their
powerful study with hundreds of previously
unpublished personal photos which show every
aspect of wartime experience in the front line
and the rear areas. The role of the Saxon army
in the three battles of Ypres is recorded in
graphic detail, and rare photographs offer fresh
perspectives on famous wartime locations on the
Western Front including Ploegsteert Wood, the
Menin Road, Bellewaarde, Wytschaete and
Passchendaele. The historic photographs - and
the insights provided by the accompanying text -
give us a fascinating inside view of the Saxon
soldiers and their relations with the local
population who were obliged to host them. The
quality of the evocative personal material - text
and images - collected by Andrew Lucas and
Jürgen Schmieschek makes this exceptional
work a major contribution to the literature on
the German forces on the Western Front. In this
compelling military and political history of the
Anglo-Saxon kingdom, Paul Hill explores

England's birth amidst the devastation and fury
of the Danish invasions of the ninth century. He
provides insight into the English response to the
new challenges of warfare in these years of
turbulence and danger.Alfred the Great,
youngest son of King Æthelwulf, took control of
the last surviving Anglo-Saxon kingdom,
bringing Wessex and the 'English' parts of
Mercia together into a new 'Kingdom of the
Anglo-Saxons'. This is a story of betrayal and of
vengeance, of turncoat oath-breakers and loyal
commanders, of battles fought and won against
the odds.But above all, this is the story of how
England came into being.Warfare in Alfred's
England changed from attritional set-piece
battles to a grander strategic concern. This is
explored, demonstrating how defense-in-depth
fortification networks were built across the
resurgent kingdom in the wake of Alfred's
victory at Edington in 878. The arrival of new
Danish armies into England in the 890s would
lead to campaigns quite unlike those of the
Great Heathen Army of the previous
generation.This is a human, as well as a military
story: how a king demonstrated his right to rule
was important. Alfred sought to secure the
succession on his son Edward, who led his own
forces as a young man in the 890s. But not
everybody was happy in Alfred's England.
Despite the ever-present threat from the Danes,
the greatest challenge facing Alfred arose from
his own kin, centered deep in the heart of
ancient Wessex. Alfred knew very well that his
was not the only branch of the family who
claimed a right to rule. NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER “I gulped it right down. Excellent,
as always. . . . Cornwell brings battles to life like
no one else.” –George R.R. Martin, Author of
Game of Thrones The final installment in
Bernard Cornwell’s bestselling Saxon Tales
series, chronicling the epic story of the making
of England—the basis for The Last Kingdom, the
hit Netflix series. THE FINAL BATTLE
AWAITS… The epic conclusion to the globally
bestselling historical series. England is under
attack. Chaos reigns. Northumbria, the last
kingdom, is threatened by armies from all sides,
by land and sea – and only one man stands in
their way. Torn between loyalty and sworn
oaths, the warrior king Lord Uhtred of
Bebbanburg faces his greatest ever battle – and
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prepares for his ultimate fate… “Perhaps the
greatest writer of historical adventure novels
today” (Washington Post), Bernard Cornwell has
dazzled and entertained readers and critics with
his prolific string of page-turning bestsellers. Of
all his protagonists, however, none is as beloved
as Uhtred of Bebbanburg, and this thrilling
historical novel continues the saga of his
adventures and the turbulent early years of
England. Following on from their pioneering
account of the Saxon army in the First World
War –Fighting the Kaiser’s War – Andrew Lucas
and Jürgen Schmieschek have compiled this
remarkable sequel which covers Saxony’s war in
Flanders in much greater detail. Once again they
draw on vivid extracts from personal accounts
and letters as well as regimental and documents
from the Saxon archives, and they illustrate their
powerful study with hundreds of previously
unpublished personal photos which show every
aspect of wartime experience in the front line
and the rear areas. The role of the Saxon army
in the three battles of Ypres is recorded in
graphic detail, and rare photographs offer fresh
perspectives on famous wartime locations on the
Western Front including Ploegsteert Wood, the
Menin Road, Bellewaarde, Wytschaete and
Passchendaele. The historic photographs – and
the insights provided by the accompanying text –
give us a fascinating inside view of the Saxon
soldiers and their relations with the local
population who were obliged to host them. The
quality of the evocative personal material – text
and images – collected by Andrew Lucas and
Jürgen Schmieschek makes this exceptional
work a major contribution to the literature on
the German forces on the Western Front. Bruno,
a cleric who served the archbishop of
Magdeburg and subsequently the bishop of
Merseburg during the course of the 1060s to the
1080s, composed one of the most important
historical works treating the tumultuous period
in the history of the German kingdom in the
second half of the eleventh century. Bruno’s
main focus in his Saxon War is the civil wars that
engulfed the German kingdom from the mid
1060s through the end of the 1080s. However,
as a historian of contemporary affairs, Bruno
also offers crucial insights regarding the so-
called Investiture Controversy, which Bruno
treats largely as a political conflict between a

tyrannical German ruler and the Saxons with
some papal intervention, social conflict within
the German kingdom, as well as the
development of economic and military
institutions. Unlike his contemporary Lampert of
Hersfeld, Bruno was closely connected to the
foremost leaders of the Saxon resistance against
King Henry IV, and provides unique insights
regarding their plans, hopes, and fears. Bruno
also provides nearly two dozen full-text copies of
letters that were sent by the main participants in
the intra-German conflict as well as ten letters
from Pope Gregory VII, four of which do not
appear in any other source including the papal
register. An additional important feature of
Bruno’s history is that he treats military matters
in an extraordinarily detailed manner, and is the
most important narrative source for
understanding the conduct of war during the
second half of the eleventh century. Bruno’s
detailed treatment of military matters is based
upon his very extensive contacts with leading
military figures, as well as his own personal
observations regarding the numerous battles
that punctuated the struggle between the
Saxons and their erstwhile ruler. In sum, Bruno
offers both unique perspectives and unique
information about a crucial period in both
German and European history, which make this
text valuable not only for scholars, but also for a
broader audience interested in the political,
religious, and particularly military history of the
eleventh century. This will be the first English
translation of this work. A riveting account of
the most consequential year in English history,
marked by bloody conflict with invaders on all
sides. 1066 is the most famous date in history,
and with good reason, since no battle in
medieval history had such a devastating effect
on its losers as the Battle of Hastings, which
altered the entire course of English history. The
French-speaking Normans were the pre-eminent
warriors of the 11th century and based their
entire society around conflict. They were led by
William 'the Bastard' a formidable, ruthless
warrior, who was convinced that his half-
Norman cousin, Edward the Confessor, had
promised him the throne of England. However,
when Edward died in January 1066, Harold
Godwinson, the richest earl in the land and the
son of a pirate, took the throne . . . . this left
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William no choice but to forcibly claim what he
believed to be his right. What ensued was one of
the bloodiest periods of English history, with a
body count that might make even George RR
Martin balk. Pitched at newcomers to the
subject, this book will explain how the disastrous
battle changed England—and the
English—forever, introducing the medieval
world of chivalry, castles and horse-bound
knights. It is the first part in the new A Very,
Very Short History of England series, which aims
to capture the major moments of English history
with humor and bite. Excerpt from War and
Progress, the Growth of the World, Influence of
the Anglo-Saxon Tween the anglo-saxon and the
great and neglected Far Eastern group of
peoples. Then come two short chapters devoted
to certain so called principles which the
praiseworthy, but confused efforts to find moral
rules to guide political action have brought into
general at tention and which are believed by.
The writer to be generally fallacious and apt to
divert atten tion from the real and proper war
aims. The sixth chapter considers the Russian
situation in summary form, and the seventh
deals with some of the more prominent delusions
which seem to have aflicted the American and
Allied publics and hampered the most effective
prosecution of the war. The eighth deals with an
internal problem of America, without the proper
solution of which, the effectiveness in
international ao tion of this largest of the anglo-
saxon units will be greatly hampered. The ninth
chapter attempts a summary of certain obvious
effects of the war up to the present, with
especial em phasis on matters already discussed
at length in previous chapters. The last
considers the present war situation and makes
proposals for immediate war policy on the basis
of the cen tral theme and shows how the proper
compre hension of this theme seems to be vital
for suc cess. About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work.
Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the
original format whilst repairing imperfections
present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or

missing page, may be replicated in our edition.
We do, however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any imperfections
that remain are intentionally left to preserve the
state of such historical works. Articles
fundamental to the study of warfare in England
and Normandy in the 11th and 12th centuries
collected here in one volume. The influence of
war on late Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-Norman
society was dominant and all-pervasive. Here in
this book, gathered together for the first time,
are fundamental articles on warfare in England
and Normandy in the 11th and12th centuries,
combining the work of some of the foremost
scholars in the field. Redressing the tendency to
study military institutions and obligations in
isolation from the practice of war, equal
emphasis is given both to organisation and
composition of forces, and to strategy, tactics
and conduct of war. The result is not only an in-
depth analysis of the nature of war itself, but a
study of warfare in a broader social, political and
cultural context. The Themes dealt with largely
span the period of the Conquest, offering an
assessment of the extent to which the Norman
invasion marked radical change or a degree of
continuity in the composition of armies and in
methods offighting. This important collection,
with an introduction and select bibliography, will
be is essential not simply for the student of
medieval warfare, but for all studying Anglo-
Norman society and its ruling warrior
aristocracy whose raison d'être was war.
Contributors: NICHOLAS HOOPER, MARJORIE
CHIBNALL, J.C. HOLT, J.O. PRESTWICH, R.
ALLEN BROWN, JOHN GILLINGHAM, JIM
BRADBURY, MATTHEW STRICKLAND,
MATTHEW BENNETT. Bernard Cornwell’s epic
story of the making of England continues in this
eleventh installment in the bestselling Saxon
Tales series—"like Game of Thrones, but real"
(The Observer)—the basis of the hit Netflix
television series The Last Kingdom. His blood is
Saxon His heart is Viking His battleground is
England "Perhaps the greatest writer of
historical adventure novels today" (Washington
Post), Bernard Cornwell has dazzled and
entertained readers and critics with his page-
turning bestsellers. Of all his protagonists,
however, none is as beloved as Uhtred of
Bebbanburg. And while Uhtred might have
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regained his family’s fortress, it seems that a
peaceful life is not to be – as he is under threat
from both an old enemy and a new foe. The old
enemy comes from Wessex where a dynastic
struggle will determine who will be the next
king. And the new foe is Sköll, a Norseman,
whose ambition is to be King of Northumbria
and who leads a frightening army of wolf-
warriors, men who fight half-crazed in the belief

that they are indeed wolves. Uhtred, believing
he is cursed, must fend off one enemy while he
tries to destroy the other. In this new chapter of
the Saxon Tales series—a rousing adventure of
courage, treachery, duty, devotion, majesty, love
and battle, as seen through the eyes of a warrior
straddling two worlds—Uhtred returns to fight
once again for the destiny of England.
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