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William Faulkner remains a historian's writer. A distinguished roster of historians have referenced Faulkner in their published work. They are drawn to him as
a fellow historian, a shaper of narrative reflections on the meaning of the past; as a historiographer, a theorist, and dramatist of the fraught enterprise of doing
history; and as a historical figure himself, especially following his mid-century emergence as a public intellectual after winning the Nobel Prize for Literature.
This volume brings together historians and literary scholars to explore the many facets of Faulkner's relationship to history: the historical contexts of his novels
and stories; his explorations of the historiographic imagination; his engagement with historical figures from both the regional and national past; his influence
on professional historians; his pursuit of alternate modes of temporal awareness; and the histories of print culture that shaped the production, reception, and
criticism of Faulkner's work. Contributors draw on the history of development in the Mississippi Valley, the construction of Confederate memory, the history
and curriculum of Harvard University, twentieth-century debates over police brutality and temperance reform, the history of modern childhood, and the literary
histories of anti-slavery writing and pulp fiction to illuminate Faulkner's work. Others in the collection explore the meaning of Faulkner's fiction for such
professional historians as C. Vann Woodward and Albert Bushnell Hart. In these ways and more, Faulkner and History offers fresh insights into one of the
most persistent and long-recognized elements of the Mississippian's artistic vision. The Amazing Book of History is a 708-page collection of hundreds of
articles, lists, quotes, and anecdotes that explore a lively range of human history, from the ancient world to the recent past to pop culture. The hardcover
volume looks at history from an anything-goes perspective, with nearly 300 dynamic tales of people, places, and events. Its innovative approach and witty style
should appeal to a wide range of readers. Description: Before T.W. Rhys Davids and some others ventured into interpretations of obscure sources of Buddhist
philosophy and history, most of the material was lying scattered. It was strange, and very characteristic of the real meaning of true Buddhism, that there was no
life of Gautama the Buddha in the Buddhist scriptures. Known sources of the Buddha's life story like Malalankara Watthu and the Jataka Book were written
much after the days of the Buddha. These were more or less in the same tradition and written in Pali. The Pali poem called Jina Carita was written in Ceylon by
Buddhadatta as late as in the thirteenth century of our era. Glorious works in Sanskrit like Buddha Carita and Lalitavistara are almost certainly dated in the
present era. Rhys Davids, who followed the established codes of research in classical history and literature, felt that Buddhism should not be treated as a
religion such as is understood by those who regard religion as consisting of certain beliefs and ideas concerning the soul and its destiny and of the various
deities who are supposed to help or hinder human beings in the attainment of the ultimate goal. He regards Buddhism as a different kind of religion divorced
from all that is known of religion in the traditional sense of the term. Excerpt from A Brief History of the State Historical Society of Iowa, 1857-1907 There
are times and circumstances which seem to inspire a larger interest in matters historical - times especially when the human mind cherishes what has been, times
when the past touches the human imagination even to sympathy. The discovery of new scientific truths, for example, provokes curiosity in the history of
scientific truth discovery; the elevation of men to high positions of trust, honor, or power among their fellows stimulates biography; while a people aroused by
formative events, dramatic episodes, or by anniversaries to a consciousness of change, progress, or political unity, invariably turn with no little pride to the
annals of their social and political evolution. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct
the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a
blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works. Excerpt from The History and Chronicles of Scotland, Vol. 1 HE early part of the
Literary History of Scotland is involved in much oh scurity, and has not been investigated with a due share either of care or of candour. Many eminent writers
who adorned the reigns of the Stuarts du ring the fifteenth and sixteenth centu ries, are now in a great measure unknown or forgotten. The difficulties these
early writers had to encounter, from the limited sources of information which they possessed, - the absence of authentic records to guide them in their
researches, - the romantic and fabulous times of which they wrote, - and the want of science to operate as a check up on credulity, seem entirely to have
escaped those critics by whom their labours have been depreciated, and their claims to the gratitude of posterity denied. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work.
Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast
majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works. Literature has not
always been written in the same ways, nor has it been received or read in the same ways over the course of Western civilization. Cavallo (Greek palaeography,
U. of Rome La Sapienza), Chartier (Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris) and a number of other international contributors, address themes that
highlight the transformation of reading methods and materials over the ages, such as the way texts in the Middle Ages were often written with the voice in
mind, as they would have been read aloud, or even sung. Articles explore the innovations in the physical evolution of the book, as well as the growth and
development of a broad-based reading public. A “supremely entertaining” (The New Yorker) exploration of who gets to record the world’s history—from
Julius Caesar to William Shakespeare to Ken Burns—and how their biases influence our understanding about the past. There are many stories we can spin
about previous ages, but which accounts get told? And by whom? Is there even such a thing as “objective” history? In this “witty, wise, and elegant” (The
Spectator), book, Richard Cohen reveals how professional historians and other equally significant witnesses, such as the writers of the Bible, novelists, and
political propagandists, influence what becomes the accepted record. Cohen argues, for example, that some historians are practitioners of “Bad History” and
twist reality to glorify themselves or their country. “Scholarly, lively, quotable, up-to-date, and fun” (Hilary Mantel, author of the bestselling Thomas
Cromwell trilogy), Making History investigates the published works and private utterances of our greatest chroniclers to discover the agendas that informed
their—and our—views of the world. From the origins of history writing, when such an activity itself seemed revolutionary, through to television and the digital
age, Cohen brings captivating figures to vivid light, from Thucydides and Tacitus to Voltaire and Gibbon, Winston Churchill and Henry Louis Gates. Rich in
complex truths and surprising anecdotes, the result is a revealing exploration of both the aims and art of history-making, one that will lead us to rethink how
we learn about our past and about ourselves. This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in



the work.This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and
distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may
contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant. A New York Times 2016 Notable Book Robert Tombs’s momentous The English and Their History is both a
startlingly fresh and a uniquely inclusive account of the people who have a claim to be the oldest nation in the world. The English first came into existence as
an idea, before they had a common ruler and before the country they lived in even had a name. They have lasted as a recognizable entity ever since, and their
defining national institutions can be traced back to the earliest years of their history. The English have come a long way from those first precarious days of
invasion and conquest, with many spectacular changes of fortune. Their political, economic and cultural contacts have left traces for good and ill across the
world. This book describes their history and its meanings from their beginnings in the monasteries of Northumbria and the wetlands of Wessex to the
cosmopolitan energy of today’s England. Robert Tombs draws out important threads running through the story, including participatory government, language,
law, religion, the land and the sea, and ever-changing relations with other peoples. Not the least of these connections are the ways the English have understood
their own history, have argued about it, forgotten it and yet been shaped by it. These diverse and sometimes conflicting understandings are an inherent part of
their identity. Rather to their surprise, as ties within the United Kingdom loosen, the English are suddenly embarking on a new chapter. The English and Their
History, the first single-volume work on this scale for more than half a century, and which incorporates a wealth of recent scholarship, presents a challenging
modern account of this immense and continuing story, bringing out the strength and resilience of English government, the deep patterns of division and also
the persistent capacity to come together in the face of danger. "Chronicles the period between the 4th and 12th centuries, when rulers in Europe, the Mideast
and Asia turned to religious reasons to justify political and military action, a time that included the development of Islam, the crowning of Charlemagne and
the rise of the T'ang Dynasty. By the author of The History of the Ancient World." An accessible and wide-ranging study of the history of the book within
local, national and global contexts. Arizona’s San Pedro Valley is a natural corridor through which generations of native peoples have traveled for more than
12,000 years, and today many tribes consider it to be part of their ancestral homeland. This book explores the multiple cultural meanings, historical
interpretations, and cosmological values of this extraordinary region by combining archaeological and historical sources with the ethnographic perspectives of
four contemporary tribes: Tohono O’odham, Hopi, Zuni, and San Carlos Apache. Previous research in the San Pedro Valley has focused on scientific
archaeology and documentary history, with a conspicuous absence of indigenous voices, yet Native Americans maintain oral traditions that provide an
anthropological context for interpreting the history and archaeology of the valley. The San Pedro Ethnohistory Project was designed to redress this situation by
visiting archaeological sites, studying museum collections, and interviewing tribal members to collect traditional histories. The information it gathered is
arrayed in this book along with archaeological and documentary data to interpret the histories of Native American occupation of the San Pedro Valley. This
work provides an example of the kind of interdisciplinary and politically conscious work made possible when Native Americans and archaeologists collaborate
to study the past. As a methodological case study, it clearly articulates how scholars can work with Native American stakeholders to move beyond
confrontations over who “owns” the past, yielding a more nuanced, multilayered, and relevant archaeology. A survey of the major events, developments, and
personalities that have shaped human history. Reflects upon the discipline of history, claiming that the writing and teaching of history in higher education is in
decline, and explores ways in which the future of the discipline can thrive. This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of
the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the
United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe,
and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading
experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read
typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant. Ever
since its first publication in 1992, The End of History and the Last Man has provoked controversy and debate. Francis Fukuyama's prescient analysis of
religious fundamentalism, politics, scientific progress, ethical codes, and war is as essential for a world fighting fundamentalist terrorists as it was for the end
of the Cold War. Now updated with a new afterword, The End of History and the Last Man is a modern classic. A concise edition of the highly acclaimed
Oxford Companion to the Book, this book features the 51 articles from the Companion plus 3 brand new chapters in one affordable volume. The 54 chapters
introduce readers to the fascinating world of book history. Including 21 thematic studies on topics such as writing systems, the ancient and the medieval book,
and the economics of print, as well as 33 regional and national histories of 'the book', offering a truly global survey of the book around the world, the Oxford
History of the Book is the most comprehensive work of its kind. The three new articles, specially commissioned for this spin-off, cover censorship, copyright
and intellectual property, and book history in the Caribbean and Bermuda. All essays are illustrated throughout with reproductions, diagrams, and examples of
various typographical features. Beautifully produced and hugely informative, this is a must-have for anyone with an interest in book history and the written
word. Trieste Publishing has a massive catalogue of classic book titles. Our aim is to provide readers with the highest quality reproductions of fiction and non-
fiction literature that has stood the test of time. The many thousands of books in our collection have been sourced from libraries and private collections around
the world.The titles that Trieste Publishing has chosen to be part of the collection have been scanned to simulate the original. Our readers see the books the
same way that their first readers did decades or a hundred or more years ago. Books from that period are often spoiled by imperfections that did not exist in the
original. Imperfections could be in the form of blurred text, photographs, or missing pages. It is highly unlikely that this would occur with one of our books.
Our extensive quality control ensures that the readers of Trieste Publishing's books will be delighted with their purchase. Our staff has thoroughly reviewed
every page of all the books in the collection, repairing, or if necessary, rejecting titles that are not of the highest quality. This process ensures that the reader of
one of Trieste Publishing's titles receives a volume that faithfully reproduces the original, and to the maximum degree possible, gives them the experience of
owning the original work.We pride ourselves on not only creating a pathway to an extensive reservoir of books of the finest quality, but also providing value to
every one of our readers. Generally, Trieste books are purchased singly - on demand, however they may also be purchased in bulk. Readers interested in bulk
purchases are invited to contact us directly to enquire about our tailored bulk rates. This is a comprehensive introduction to books and print culture which
examines the move from the spoken word to written texts, the book as commodity, the power and profile of readers, and the future of the book in an electronic
age. How should historians speak truth to power – and why does it matter? Why is five hundred years better than five months or five years as a planning
horizon? And why is history – especially long-term history – so essential to understanding the multiple pasts which gave rise to our conflicted present? The
History Manifesto is a call to arms to historians and everyone interested in the role of history in contemporary society. Leading historians Jo Guldi and David
Armitage identify a recent shift back to longer-term narratives, following many decades of increasing specialisation, which they argue is vital for the future of
historical scholarship and how it is communicated. This provocative and thoughtful book makes an important intervention in the debate about the role of
history and the humanities in a digital age. It will provoke discussion among policymakers, activists and entrepreneurs as well as ordinary listeners, viewers,
readers, students and teachers. This title is also available as Open Access. Excerpt from The History and Literature of the Crusades The first part of the work
now submitted to the public, is a translation of the lectures delivered at Munich; the second part is taken from the preface to his History of the First Crusade,
published in 1841 and consists of an elaborate criticism on the various original authorities in the eleventh and twelfth centuries, and on the later historians of
the Crusades, down to the present time. There exists, we believe, no such critical examination of the ori ginal authorities in any other language. The refer ences
to them in Mills's History of the Crusades are somewhat meagre; while\ Michaud, although in his Bibliotheque des Croisades he has given ample extracts, has
nowhere subjected the originals to the rigorous and minute analysis they undergo at the hands of the German Professor. The first impulse to a critical
examination of the original authorities of the First Crusade was given by Professor Ranke in his Historical Exercises He began with the first books of William
of Tyre, which he proved to be merely a repetition of earlier accounts by Albert of Aix, Ray mond of Agiles, and from the 'gesta Francorum.' He then
examined Albert of Aix, whose work he considered to be derived chie?y from oral tradition. Professor Ranke's other avocations prevented his pursuing this
subject any further; but sufficient was done to clear the way for other historical stu dents; and v. Sybel has carried out the method of his eminent teacher. The
narrative of the First Crusade, as given by Mills and other modern historians, v. Sybel re gards as a mingled mass of truth and falsehood, of history and legend,
founded chie?y on the account of William of Tyre. William of Tyre wrote in 1170, and with much that was valuable, he mixed tales borrowed from Albert of
Aix The general character of the work is thought by the German Professor to be poetical and legendary. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten



Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy.
In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works. New York is a city of
superlatives. It has the largest population, greatest wealth, broadest diversity and most elegant museums in the nation. With that comes an amazing history.
This tour of the Big Apple goes beyond the traditional guidebook to offer visitors and residents alike a chance to walk back in time along the streets of
Manhattan. George Washington took his first oath of office on the steps of Federal Hall. Visitors can still dine at the famed Fraunces Tavern and worship at
historic St. Paul's Chapel. From the Brooklyn Bridge to stunning skyscrapers, the city celebrates its own history and that of the nation. Join author Alison
Fortier as she traces the history and heritage of America's largest metropolis. This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part
of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the
United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe,
and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading
experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read
typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
Travel thousands of years into our past and discover the significant events that shaped the world as we know it. This book includes short, descriptive
explanations of key ideas, themes, and events of world history that are easy to understand. Explore topics such as the founding of Baghdad, the colonization of
the Americas, and the inception of Buddhism without complicated jargon. This book is part of DK's award-winning Big Ideas Simply Explained educational
series that uses witty graphics and engaging descriptions to enlighten readers. Don't stop at American history, explore the world! This book is full of fun facts
from the human story, going as far back as the origins of our species to space exploration today. Discover all things revolution, from the French to the digital,
including the rise of the internet. Enjoy short and sweet biographies of some of the most important thinkers and leaders throughout history, like Martin Luther,
Charles Darwin, and Nelson Mandela. You'll learn who said famous historical quotes, and what they really meant when they said it. Big Ideas This is a modern
twist on the good old-fashioned encyclopedia, now easier to follow with diagrams, mind maps, and timelines. Step-by-step diagrams will have you reviewing
your ideas about history. Start from the very beginning: - Human Origins 200,000 years ago - 3500 BGE - Ancient Civilizations 6000 BGE - 500 CE - The
Medieval World 500 - 1492 - Early Modern Era 1420 - 1795 - Changing Societies 1776 - 1914 - The Modern World 1914 - Present The Series Simply
Explained With over 7 million copies sold worldwide to date, The History Book is part of the award-winning Big Ideas Simply Explained series from DK
Books. It uses innovative graphics along with engaging writing to make complex subjects easier to understand. A collection of long essays centered on
American places where the past is erupting into the present in unexpected ways. A COMPANION TO THE HISTORY OF THE BOOK A COMPANION TO
THE HISTORY OF THE BOOK Edited by Simon Eliot and Jonathan Rose “As a stimulating overview of the multidimensional present state of the field, the
Companion has no peer.” Choice “If you want to understand how cultures come into being, endure, and change, then you need to come to terms with the rich
and often surprising history Of the book ... Eliot and Rose have done a fine job. Their volume can be heartily recommended. “ Adrian Johns, Technology and
Culture From the early Sumerian clay tablet through to the emergence of the electronic text, this Companion provides a continuous and coherent account of the
history of the book. A team of expert contributors draws on the latest research in order to offer a cogent, transcontinental narrative. Many of them use
illustrative examples and case studies of well-known texts, conveying the excitement surrounding this rapidly developing field. The Companion is organized
around four distinct approaches to the history of the book. First, it introduces the variety of methods used by book historians and allied specialists, from the
long-established discipline of bibliography to newer IT-based approaches. Next, it provides a broad chronological survey of the forms and content of texts. The
third section situates the book in the context of text culture as a whole, while the final section addresses broader issues, such as literacy, copyright, and the
future of the book. Contributors to this volume: Michael Albin, Martin Andrews, Rob Banham, Megan L Benton, Michelle P. Brown, Marie-Frangoise Cachin,
Hortensia Calvo, Charles Chadwyck-Healey, M. T. Clanchy, Stephen Colclough, Patricia Crain, J. S. Edgren, Simon Eliot, John Feather, David Finkelstein,
David Greetham, Robert A. Gross, Deana Heath, Lotte Hellinga, T. H. Howard-Hill, Peter Kornicki, Beth Luey, Paul Luna, Russell L. Martin Ill, Jean-Yves
Mollier, Angus Phillips, Eleanor Robson, Cornelia Roemer, Jonathan Rose, Emile G. L Schrijver, David J. Shaw, Graham Shaw, Claire Squires, Rietje van
Vliet, James Wald, Rowan Watson, Alexis Weedon, Adriaan van der Weel, Wayne A. Wiegand, Eva Hemmungs Wirtén. This work has been selected by
scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of
America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original
graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant. James Raven, a leading historian of the book, offers a fresh and accessible guide to the global study of the
production, dissemination and reception of written and printed texts across all societies and in all ages. Students, teachers, researchers and general readers will
benefit from the book's investigation of the subject's origins, scope and future direction. Based on original research and a wide range of sources, What is the
History of the Book? shows how book history crosses disciplinary boundaries and intersects with literary, historical, media, library, conservation and
communications studies. Raven uses examples from around the world to explore different traditions in bibliography, palaeography and manuscript studies. He
analyses book history's growing global ambition and demonstrates how the study of reading practices opens up new horizons in social history and the history
of knowledge. He shows how book history is contributing to debates about intellectual and popular culture, colonialism and the communication of ideas. The
first global, accessible introduction to the field of book history from ancient to modern times, What is the History of the Book? is essential reading for all those
interested in one of society's most important cultural artefacts. Excerpt from Bibliography and Reference List of the History and Literature Relating to the
Adoption of the Constitution of the United States, 1787-8 The official edition printed for the use of the New York Convention. The text is only printed on one
side of page, to page 17 - after that on both sides. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more
at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally
reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such
as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works. Exploring more than 60 of the most important events in world history, this ebook is
the perfect introduction to the past, and ideal for summer reads. From the birth of Athenian democracy to the rise and fall of Rome and from the American
Revolution to the landing beaches of World War II, The Little Book of History brings the past to life. Includes infographics and flowcharts that explain
complex concepts in a simple but exciting way, this ebook examines the events that shaped our past. Charting the human era from the beginnings of
civilization to the modern culture of today this ebook makes the perfect introduction to the human story. One of a series of new, compact sister titles to DK's
"Big Ideas" series, The Little Book of History offers you the same combination of clear text and hard-working infographics perfect for vacation reading.
Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical Character Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced
typos. (2) In books where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they represent
accurately the original artefact. Although occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available for
future generations to enjoy. This second edition of An Introduction to Book History provides a comprehensive critical introduction to the development of the
book and print culture. Each fully revised and updated chapter contains new material and covers recent developments in the field, including: The Postcolonial
Book Censorship by states and religions Social History, and the recognition of underrepresentation of its value to book history studies Contemporary
publishing Each section begins with a summary of the chapter’s aims and contents, followed by a detailed discussion of the relevant issues, concluding with a
summary of the chapter and points to ponder. Sections include: the history of the book orality to Literacy literacy to printing authors, authorship and authority
printers, booksellers, publishers, agents readers and reading the future of the book. An Introduction to Book History is an ideal introduction to this exciting
field of study, and is designed as a companion text to The Book History Reader. From the award-winning and bestselling author of Cod comes the dramatic,
human story of a simple substance, an element almost as vital as water, that has created fortunes, provoked revolutions, directed economies and enlivened our
recipes. Salt is common, easy to obtain and inexpensive. It is the stuff of kitchens and cooking. Yet trade routes were established, alliances built and empires
secured – all for something that filled the oceans, bubbled up from springs, formed crusts in lake beds, and thickly veined a large part of the Earth’s rock fairly



close to the surface. From pre-history until just a century ago – when the mysteries of salt were revealed by modern chemistry and geology – no one knew that
salt was virtually everywhere. Accordingly, it was one of the most sought-after commodities in human history. Even today, salt is a major industry. Canada,
Kurlansky tells us, is the world’s sixth largest salt producer, with salt works in Ontario playing a major role in satisfying the Americans’ insatiable demand. As
he did in his highly acclaimed Cod, Mark Kurlansky once again illuminates the big picture by focusing on one seemingly modest detail. In the process, the
world is revealed as never before.
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